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to dominate. Nobody in the valley thinks it has a foot behind the door. Man and nature work together; so do government and private property.
(5)   No politics. This factor is absolute and paramount. All TVA appointments are on the exclusive basis of merit and experience; there are no political jobs of any kind; patronage does not exist, and no employee may undertake any political activity at any time.
(6)   Above all, the nature of the job. People are happy because they are doing something creative, something bigger than themselves. You cannot legislate morale; you cannot impose from above the kind of loyalty TVA gets from almost every worker.
Coda: What Next for TVA?
The phase of major construction is coming to an end, but in the larger sphere TVA's work, after fourteen years, is just beginning. The plant is there; now should come the period of full use. Consider one detail only. When the authority came in, 3 per cent of valley farms were electrified; the figure today is 24 per cent; but this means that there is still 76 per cent to go. Similar expansion is possible, and is in fact impending, in such fields as dispersal of small industry, forest conservation, and research on almost every branch of agriculture.
The future of TVA is of course more TVA's, in the pattern sketched in this book several times. We have talked about the Columbia and the Missouri; an even more pressing case might be made for the Arkansas. TVA is not, Lilienthal says, a "cookie cutter/' and different rivers may need different methods; but the idea is there for anybody to pick up and use. The range of the concept is indeed almost boundless; it knows no barriers except the selfishness of man, and its horizon could be illimitable. It proves that the idea of unified development works, that national resources can be developed with politics excluded and without prejudice to private enterprise.
It can be done. What more should one legitimately ask? Quite possibly the TVA idea is the greatest single American invention of this century, the biggest contribution the United States has yet made to society in the modern world.